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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING THE 
MISSION IN INDIA. 


ne 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Carey, dated 
Calcutta, April 25, 1806, to his Correfpondent in 
Bofton. 


My dear Brother, 
I TAKE this opportunity of writing to make amends for the 

fhort letter I wrote by my friend Mr. H. That was written 
when I could not command time to write more; I therefore 
thought it better to fay a little than nothing at all. 

I hope you will be large and particular when you write. Be 
affured that the concerns of America, I mean its religious con- 
cerns, intereft me much, and that I expect fome communication 
by every fhip.. You are in a land full of Chriftians, coniequently 
full of thofe circum{tances which afford matter for epiltolary cor- 
refpondence; I, on the contrary, am ina land of darknels and of 
the fhadow of death, where few things occur which would be ei- 
ther pleafant for me to write or you to read. 

God has in great mercy raifed two churches in this land, one at 
Serampore and another at Dinagepore. We hoped, ere this, to 
have witnefled the formation of another church, but circumftances 
have hitherto retarded it. The Lord every now and then jends 
one or another to us under concern for falvation, and there are 
additions made, often, beyond our expectation. 

You mutt not from hence conclude that we have no diftrefling 
or forbidding circumftances. We have many, and fome of them 
enough to difcourage our warmelt hopes. We have to do witha 
people funk in fin to a degree of which you can form no concep- 
tion. Here lying, deceit, theft, and libidinoufnefs are fo common 
as fearcely to caufe a blufh; here fuperitition has babied alkthe 
powers of the foul, and rank avarice grows in every heart. When 
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the people have had line upon line and precept upon precept, they 
remain, after all, as little children ; and we have frequent occafion 
to lament the ignorance of one, the perverfenefs of another, and 
the fall of another into fome atrocious fm ; fome we are obliged 
to exclude, to fufpend others from communion ; and to bear long, 
and often teach and reprove others, fo that our honey is frequent- 
ly mixed with gall. 

We have had feveral additions of late, but I cannot fay from 
recollection how many natives have been converted. The num- 
ber is confiderable, and confidering the circumftances of the Hin- 
doos, I think we may fay, “ the Lord hath done great things for 
us,’ notwithftanding the many, the very many eaufes which we 
have for regret; and I truft he will carry on his caufe till India 
be his acknowledged poffeflion. 

Pray does the great work ftill go on in America? I fhould 
hope that it does, from fqme circumftances which | have feen in 
print, or heard. That work was great and glorious; but, even 
in favoured America, I fear there are ftill more who are enemies 
to God than friends to him. 

We are now engaged in a great undertaking; I mean that of 
tranflating the word of God into fourteen languages. Whether 
we thall live to finifh it, mutt be left with God. A fubfcription 
has been opened here to affift in defraying the expenfe. Confid- 
erable progrefs has been made already in four languages, and 
fome progrefs in three others. We hope to commence on two 
or three more in a fortnight. I truft that the good, the friends 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, will affift us by their prayers to God for 
us. I confider this as the greateft undertaking in which my life 
can be fpent; and wifh my ability for it was a thoufand times 
greater than itis; but the little which I have I defire to devote 
to the Lord. 

Pray do not refrain from writing on account of the apparent 
flacknefs of my correfpondence. I affure you that I am not al- 
lowedly flack, though L.may fometimes be unable to do what my 


heart defires. I amfadear brother, affectionately yours, 
W. CAREY. 








Extracts from the Journals of the Rev. David Irith, 
in his late tour into Upper Canada, dated Aure- 
lius, county of Cayuga, ftate of New York, De- 
cember 10, 1806. 

Beloved Fathers and Brethren, 


T HIS morning, Sept. 23, I fet out on my tour to the welt- 
ward, and rode to Milton, in order to crofs the lake, but 
the wind being contrary, I was obliged to tarry all night on this 
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fide. Wednefday morning crofled the lake, and went to Ovid, 
and attended the Affociation two days. The laft day, after the 
clofe of the Affociation, I rode ten miles to Appletown, attend- 
ed a meeting in the evening at brother Green’s, where there was 
a very crowded aflembly Firit Elder Jeffries preached a fermon to 
them, and after he cloied, they requefted me to preach another 
difcourfe, which I did. Friday, rode to Eafttown, and attended 
an evening meeting. Saturday, came to the church at Cananda- 
gua, preached with them in the afternoon, and then went to Brit- 
tol, and preached to a large affembly in the evening. Lord’s re 
came to Pittltown, in the Cenefees, and preached to a crowde 

and an attentive aflembly. At thefe two laft places there is a ve- 
ry ferious attention to religion. After I had preached two fer- 
mons, there came forward two perfons and gave a relation of 
their experience, and requefted to be baptized. I waited on one 
of them, who cheerfully followed her divine Mafter ; the other 
was hindered by her hufband. Monday, preached at Charieftown; 
after meeing rode to Hartford, and preached in the evening. 
Tuefday, came to Ganfon’s fettlement, and preached. Wednef- 
day, rode to Batavia, from thence to Mr. Walworth’s through 
the long woods; arrived here between eight and nine o’clock at 
night. Thurfday, went north about five or fix miles from the 
old Queenftown road to a new fettlement. There had never been 
but one fermon preached in that place before. The people ape 
peared to be very defirous to hear. I preached to them in the 
evening. Friday, rode to father Holmes’s at Tufkarora village. 
Here I tarried over the Sabbath. In the forenoon Elder Holmes 
preached, by an interpreter, to the Indians. In the afternoon 
preached without an interpreter, there being a number of white 
people prefent. Monday, Elder Covell, who had been in thofe 
parts fome days, came to this village. We found him to be quite 
unwell. Doétored him that day in the beft manner we were able, 
and the next morning he appeared to be fo much better, that we 
fet out on our journey. We croffed the river at Queenftown, and 
went to brother Slater’s, at the Four Mile Creek, and attended a con- 
ference with a fmall number of Baptift brethren. After conference 
we rode to Grantham, where I preached at evening, to a large 
concourfe of people, and a folemn feafon we had) Wednefday 
we rode 16 miles to Clinton, where I preached again. Here my 
much beloved brother Covell was fo unwell, that I left him on 
Thurfday, and rode to the head of Lake Ontario, and preached 
at evening. Friday, rode to the church at Townfend, vilited 
them on Saturday, at evening preached tothem. ‘The iteafon 
was comfortable. Lord’s day | preached with them again, and a 
joyful feafon we had: almoft every countenance expreffed their 
joy in having a preacher come to vifit them ; while many of their 
eyes were flowing with tears. After fermon, the people tarried 
and fpent fome time in converfation and finging prailes to God, 
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Monday at 10 o’clock, I preached again. After a few moments 
intermiffion the church had a meeting, and agreed to call for af- 
filtance to fet apart brother Peter Fairchild, a member of that 
church, to the work of the miniftry. His ordination was agreed 
to, without a diflenting voice. After the church had gone 
through with their bufinefs, there came a number more to meet- 
ing, who feemed to be fo defirous to hear the word, that I preached 
again, and I believe the biefling of God attended the opportunity ; 
a profound folemnity reigned through the whole {fcene, while 
many eyes waded in tears. After fermon, two came forward and 
offered themfelves for baptifm, and gave us fatisfaction of their 
fitnefs for the ordinance. We appointed a meeting to attend to 
it the next day. ‘Tuefday I preached, and baptized one, the other 
was hindered by her hufband. Wednefday went to Eiquire Bee- 
mer’s and preached; afterwards rode to Charlotteville, and on 
‘Thurfday preached to the people. The whole aflembly appeared 
exceedingly folemn, and feemed to hear as for eternity. In the 
evening brother Fairchild preached ; after he clofed, I delivered 
another difcourfe, and a comfortable feafon it was. Friday went 
to the Great Bay on the north fide of Lake Erie, and preached. 
Saturday went up the Bay to another fettlement, and preached, 
and after meeting rode 14 miles back, and preached again in the 
evening. 

Oh, my brethren, what a door has God opened for preaching 
and hearing in thefe parts! Here were fome aged women who 


‘ told me they came five miles on foot, though it was a very rainy 


time. Lord’s day | preached at Deacon Mabeg’s toa large con- 
courfe of people, the feafon appeared unufually folemn and im- 
portant. Preacher and people could fcarce conceal their paf- 
fions. Heaven and hell appeared to be eternal realities. Saints 
were filled with extatic joy, while finners in filent aftonifhment 
confeffed that God was with us of a truth. After fermon four came 
forward and offered themfelves for baptifm ; three were receiv- 
ed ; we repaired to the water and I baptized them. It appeared 
that God evidently owned his own inflitution, and graced it with 
his own fenfible prefence. The whole aflembly behaved with de- 
cency and propriety. 

After we returned from the water, I took a very affectionate 
leave of them, not expecting to fee them again. Some young 
people in diftrefs for their fouls, came and took me by the hand 
to bid me farewel, but were unable to utter a fingle word, while 
the chryftal tears flowed like rivulets down their cheeks. Others 
would beg of me to pray for them. Oh how my poor unworthy 
foul felt toleave them! I parted with them after funfet, and rode 
8 miles to attend an evening meeting. When I came thefe I found 
a large aflembly ; 1 preached to them, and I hope the feafon was 
not altogether loft. Monday went to Mr. Philip Severeign’s and 
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‘preached, and the people feemed to hear as though it were for 
their lives. 

Tuefday, 21f of O&ober, met in council, with Elder Finch* 
and brethren from Charlotteville. After the council was formed, 
proceeded to examine the candidate. Satisfaction being obtained, 
I attempted to preach on the call and work of a Goipel Minif- 
ter. After which the feveral parts ufual on fuch occafions were {ol- 
emnly performed, ‘he ordination fervice being ended, there came 
forward two perfons and offered themfelves for baptifm. I bap- 
tized one of them, the other her hufband hindered. Oh how much 
oppofition this inftitution of Chrift meets with in Upper Canada ! 

At this meeting I heard that my dear brother Covell was dan- 
geroufly ill. I therefore concluded to leave them, and go and 
fee him, and then return again. ‘The attention appeared fo great 
in many places, that I could not believe it to be my duty to leave 
them yet. Accordingly on Wednefday I fet out, accompanied 
by two brethren. We were at this time 60 miles from the place 
where brother Covell was fick. We rode until we came within 
about 20 miles, when we heard he was dead and buried ! Oh, how 
my poor heart felt! I was left among ftrangers almoft 300 miles 
from home, and one of the moft dear and intimate friends I ever 
had, taken away in fuch an unexpected time! But the Judge of 
all the earth has and will do right. Brother Covell had done his 
work and went off in the triumphs of faith. We came to the place 
the next morning, and found Elder Holmes preaching his funeral 
fermon, and afolemn time it was. After fermon, we attended 
to fettling brother Covell’s bufinefs, and the next day fet out to 
return to Townfend, where we arrived the day following and 
found the church met together ; and when we informed them of 
the death of brother Covell, the whole aflembly appeared to be 
mott deeply affected. It appears that this church was moftly the 
fruit of his labours in his former vifits. When he was with them 
laft year he affifted in their conftitution. 1 think I may truly fay, 
that there has never been any preacher in thefe parts more highly 
and more univerfally efteemed than he was; and a greater and 
more univerfal lamentation I never heard in any place for any 
man, than in Upper Canada for him. But alas! he is gone. 
May God grant, that like Samfon, he may flay more at his death 
than he has done in all his life. Some of the church in Town- 
fend, in their lamentation, would break their filence and cry out, 
O my father inthe Gofpel! O that blefled_minitter of Chrift, 
who was ufed as God’s inftrument to open my eyes, fhall I never 
fee him again in this world ! We then joined and fang the third 
hymn of the fecond book of Dr. Watts, and concluded the oppor- 
tunity in prayer to almighty God, that he would fanétify this 
difpenfation to the good of many precious fouls. 


* This Elder Finch was one that Elder Covell ordained last. year. 
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Lord’s day, October 26, I preached to a large congregation, 
and it was a glorious feafon ; after fermon, two came forward and 
offered themfelves for baptifm ; we then repaired to the water’s 
fide, and I delivered a difcourfe on the nature, defign, and glory 
of the ordinance. And 1 really think it was one of the moft re- 
markable feafons I ever faw ; for I could not fee one face that was 
not wet with tears. Even thofe of a different denomination were 
fo much affeéted, that they told me afterward, they believed God 
was with us of a truth. After the adminiftration of this ordinance, 
we returned to the houfe, and I broke bread to the church. On 
this occafion I think I may fay, truly our fellowfbip was with the 
Father, and with the Son, and one with another. Monday I fpent 
the day in vifiting, and did not preach until evening. After fer- 
mon a woman came forward and offered herfelf for baptifm ; and 
as I was obliged to leave the place the next morning, we repaired 
to the water, the fame hour of the night, like Paul and the jailor, 
and I baptized her; and a joyful feafon it was. ‘Tuefday I went 
to an adjacent fettlement, vifited the people and preached at eve- 
ning. This was a pleafant feafon. Wednefday went to Char- 
lotteville and preached to a crowded aflembly. The people gave 
great attention to the word preached. After meeting, the young 
people tarried fome time for inftructions. Thurfday went to 
Doétor Trion’s, at the Great Bay, and preached. ‘Then returned 
5 miles and preached in the evening. After meeting came back 
nine miles to Deacon Mabee’s. Friday preached here, and at 
evening went about 3 miles and preached again. Saturday, Nov, 
aft, we had a covenant or preparatory meeting. This was one 
of the moft remarkable feafons of this kind, that | ever faw. 
A number of fpectators attended, who feemed to be very fole 
emnly affeéted. One woman in particular came in with a lively 
countenance ; but fhe had not been long in the houfe before 1 
obferved, that palenefs gathered in her face; fhe ftrove to conceal 
her feelings, turned her back on the aflembly ; but fhe trembled 
like Belfhazzar when he faw the hand writing on the wall ; at lat 
cried out with a voice loud enough to be heard diftinély through 
the whole aflembly. Prayer was offered up at the throne of grace 
to implore mercy for her poor foul. After this feveral came for- 
ward and offered themfelves for baptifm. Lord’s day I preached, 
baptized fix, and then broke bread to the church. The affembly 
was large, and through the whole of the different exercifes ex- 
ceedingly folemn. At evening we met, and {pent the opportunity in 
folemn prayer to almighty God, and then took an affecting leave 
of each other. 

Monday I came to Townfend, preached in the evening, and af; 
ter 11 o’clock went to the water and baptized one; then took my 
leave of them. Saints and finners were much affected. Tuefday 
I rode 36 miles to Oxford on the river Detrench, anc preached 
in the evening, (here I had fent an appointment before.) Weds 
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tiefday preached in the day and evening. Thurfday I had con- 
eluded to leave this town and go to Burford; but early in the 
morning there came a woman preffed with a fenfe of her duty, and 
defired to be baptized. I tarried, preached, and baptized her, 
and a bleffled time we had. There is no minifter in this place. 
The people feemed very loath to have me leave them. Friday 
rode to Grand River, 36 miles, and in the evening preached to a 
large aflembly. At the clofe of the meeting three came forward 
and offered themfelves for baptifm; we went to the water be- 
tween 10 and 11 o’clock at night, and baptized them. It wasa 
very affecting feafon. This ordinance had never been adminifter- 
ed in this place before ; and numbers of the people had never feen 
it fo adminiftered any where. Saturday took my leave of them, 
and rode 40 miles to my appointment; preached in the evening 
to a large aflembly. Lord’s day came to Clinton; preached in 
the day and evening. Immediately after, a woman came for- 
ward and offered herfelf for baptifm. Monday preached, and 
then repaired to lake Ontario, and baptized her. Tuefday I 
preached and baptized two more. Wednefday rode 16 miles to 
Mr. Haven’s, and preached in the evening. Thurfday I preached 
again at the fame place, and at evening rode 3 miles and preach- 
ed again. [Friday rode to brother Slator’s at Niagara, and 
preached. Saturday I preached at Mr. Donnaldfon’s on the bank 
of the river St. Lawrence, and there came forward two and I 
baptized them. Here was a number that faid they never faw the 
ordinance adminiftered before. It was a glorious time, a day 
long to be remembered. I afked aman and woman, who ap- 
peared to be candid people, who faid they never faw baptifm 
by immerfion before, what they thought of it. They told me, 
that it was the moft folemn fight they ever faw, and that they 
fully believed it was the only Bible mode. This was the 
laft fermon that I expected to preach in Upper Canada, though 
the people appeared very folicitous for me to tarry longer. 

I took my leave of them and croffed the river that night. 
Lord’s day I came to Tufkarora village, and preached to the 
Indians, by an interpreter ; and I think I may fay, they were as 
civil and folemn in their behaviour as any aflembly you will gen- 
erally find. As there were a number of white people prefent, I 
then preached a fermon without an interpreter. After meeting 
I found fome of the people had come from Upper Canada, fome 
from ten, and fome as far as thirty miles, to entreat me to go 
back again, and preach and baptize. _I finally confented to go 
and {pend another week with them. In the evening the fachems 
came in with their interpreter, and we {pent the evening in very 
agreeable converfation on religious fubjects. 

Monday [ fet out and went back 30 miles, and appointed meet- 
ings as we went for the whole week. ‘luefday in the evening, 
I preached to a large aflembly, and it was evident that the attea- 
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tion increafed among the people. I had {pent this day in vifiting, 
and found numbers of the people under great concern for their 
fouls. Wednefday I preached. After fermon three came for- 
ward and I baptized them; and every time I adminiftered the 
ordinance, it feemed to be attended with tokens of divine power. 
The good work feemed to be increafing. Inthe evening I preach- 
ed again. Thurfday I came to Mr. George Haven’s, attended 
a conference in the evening, and examined f@me for baptifm. 
Friday I preached particularly on the ordinan¢e of baptifm, from 
Ads viii. 37, 38. After fermon, we went tothe water and I bap- 
tized three. ‘This was the firlt time that ever this ordinance was 
adminiftered in this place, and a folemn effect it had on the af- 
fembly. Many. of them were in tears. In the evening I went 
three miles and preached again. Saturday went to brother Sla- 
ter’s and preached ; here feems to be fome attention. Lord’s day 
[ preached at Queenftown ; this was the laft opportunity I had 
with the people in Upper Canada; and I heard numbers obferve 
that it was the largeft aflembly they ever faw together in that 
province. After Jermon we went to the water, and I delivered a 
difcourle in defence of believers’ baptifm by immerfion. The 
whole {cene appeared to be attended with tokens of divine good- 
nefs. The people not only appeared folemn, but many of them 
were in tears.* After we returned from the water we took a 
very affectionate and affecting farewel of each other. Many of 
them would come and take me by the hand with the 
tears running down their cheeks, unable to utter a fingle word. 
Oh my poor heart, how it felt! Had I not thought that duty to 
my family called me home, I would not have left them yet. 
But feeling in fome meafure acquit I croffed the river to brother 
Swain’s, and tarried all night. 

Monday. ‘This morning I took very affectionate leave of this 
family, (but not without tears) and came to father Holmes’s, and 
{pent the reft of the day with him. In the evening preached two 
fermons, one to the white people, and another to the Indians. 
After fermon the two chiefs with their interpreter tarried ; we took 
iupper together ; then {pent about three hours in converfation on 
reiigious lubjeéts. Tuefday took my leave of father Holmes and 
lady, and fome young people who were folemnly affe&ted about 
their future ftate. Then rode to Willik’s and preached in the 
evening. Wednefday was very ftormy, and I {pent this day in vif- 
iting fome Baptitt brethren that had moved into this place. 
This was the only ftorm I had in my tour, that caufed me to lie 
by. Thurfday nearly reached Batavia; tarried all night. Friday 
came to Genefee river and tarried. Saturday came to Bloomfield, 
to brother Stillman’s. Lord’s day came to Farmingtown and 


* Mr. Irish does not mention baptising on this occasion. but we presume 
this was the case. Editor 
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preached with them. Monday came to Eafttown and preached in 
the evening. Tuefday came to Phelpftown and preached in the 
evening. Wednefday evening, through divine interpofition, and 
the diftinguifhing favours of a merciful God, I arrived home 
well, and found my beloved wife and dear children well. Oh 
may I ever be humble and thankful. 

Beloved brethren, it is but a faint defcription that I have given 
you of the circumftances of the people in Upper Canada. It is 
ig years this prefent month, fince I began to try to preach, and I 
have {pent more than half my time in riding and preaching in 
deftitute places in this country; but I.never yet have feena 
place, that every circumftance of the people called fo loudly for 
help, as it does to the weltward, efpecially in Upper Canada. 
From Qucenftown weltward about one hundred miles, there ap- 
pears fome very ferious attention on the minds of the people. 
The light is increafing. Some forfaking their Arminian fchemes ; 
and others breaking off from their old étraditions and inventions 
of men, and embracing the pure doétrine and praétice of the gof- 
pel. Ina majority of the towns in the abovementioned diftance, 
the work feems jult beginning, and appears to be carried on with 
divine power and regularity. Many of thefe places, when | firft 
vilited them, were cold and indifferent about divine and eternal 
things. But before I left thofe parts, many appeared to have the 
mott folemn and weighty impreflions on their minds. There is 
not one ftated preacher of the Baptift denomination in this com- 
pafs, and but few of any order. Oh, brethren! truly the harvelt is 
great, and the labourers are few. The circumftances of this peo- 
ple, and their earneft entreaties, have taken fuch hold of my mind, 
that I have agreed, (if the Lord will, and you fhould think prop- 
er to appoint me) to {pend fix months the enfuing year with them. 

Brethren, you are, no doubt, fenfible that every gofpel minifter 
is not qualified for a miflionary. It would be defirable to have a man 
of animation and feeling, and one who is well eftablifhed in doétrine 
and practice. For he may expec to meet as many men with their 
new inventions, to turn him afide from the fimplicity of the truth, 
as are to be found in any part of the world. 

But not wifhing to diate; with much affection and efteem, I 
fubfcribe myfelf your unworthy brother in gofpel bonds, 

DAVID IRISH. 


P. S. I have been on my tour at this time, 72 days; have rode 
a little rifing of 800 miles ; preached 70 times, and have baptiz- 
ed 33. 


K « 
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Extract of a Letter from Rev. Mr. Hartwell, dated at 
tee rsey wr Jan. 5, 1807, to the Maflachu- 
fetts Baptift Miflionary Society. 


Dear'y beloved brethren in the beft of bonds, 
engaged in the bef of caufes, 


CONCLUDE that it is your wifh to hear from me, and to 
know how [ have fpent my time while in the fervice of 
the Society, and I efteem it a privilege to give you a fhort 
ftatement, viz. when I received the requeft from you to go 
on a miffionary tour, I felt in my heart to accept, unlefs God 
would prevent by -pouring out of his Spirit among the people 
of my connexion, which for fome months before my foul had 
longed to fee. [ took fome encouragement in preaching the word 
& in prayer. Through the fummer, I could fee to my fatisfaction, 
that the word was not fpoken in vain. Some were folemn, and 
a few came forward and owned the caufe of our dear Lord, and 
were baptized. Inthe fall when the time drew near that I pro- 
pofed to go on my delightful journey, I found my brethren quite 
unwilling that I fhould go to be gone fo long ; and many young 
people feemed to hang upon me like fo many weights to impede 
my progrefs; yet I felt fo much of the miffionary fpirit within 
that I was refolved to go. The day before I fet out, which was 
Oct. 22d, five perfons came forward and owned their dear Lord 
and were baptized, of whom my eldeit daughter, of 13 years, 
was one; and a number more fecemed to wait at the water fide, 
almoft ready to ftep forward. Thefe made 14 baptized this fum- 
mer and fall withus. However, with a good degree ot compo- 
fure of mind, I left them, with many flowing tears, with a keeper, 
while [ went to feek the welfare of my brethren in the wil- 
dernefs. 

Elder Samuel Miller, of Wallingford, (Con.) accompanied me. 
We proceeded with a great degree of peace, fellowfhip, and Chrif- 
tian love, preaching evenings, and trying to leave a witnefs for 
our dear Lord, in every place where opportunity would permit. 
I think it may be faid, our witnefs did agree; and I truft our 
labour was netin vain. Here I would fate, that fince my laft 
year’s tour to the Black river, [ have had fo many earneft folicit- 
ations to make them one more vifit, that I concluded to go there 
and fpend a few weeks; then return to Whiteftown, and take a 
fouth-weft courfe to the Chemung river, and follow it down to 
the Sufquehannah, and in thofe parts to {pend the winter. 

We accordingly purfued our journey thither; and found the 
people difpofed with all readineft of mind, to hear the gofpel. Our 
labours were conftant and delightful, notwith{tanding the feafon 
of the year was rather unfavourable, being extremely bad getting 
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about. Many hungry minds were deprived of the privilege of 
hearing, on account of the rains, deep mud, and fometimes thow. 
I feldom could get to reft until a very iate hour. This bufinefs ever 
did delight my heart fince I engaged in the gofpel, and I believe 
if I have any lot in Zion to profit, itis in travelling from place to 
place to found the gofpel jubilee, &c. I was much delighted to find 
my dear brethren, with whom | had heretofore formed an agree- 
able acquaintance, feadfaft in the faith ; and three new churches 
gathered where I vifited and laboured la& year, although I| vilited 
only one of them. There are now nine Baptitt churches on the 
Black river traé&t, who have formed into a General Conference or 
Affociation: and there is a pleafing profpe& of feveral more be- 
ing gathered foon. There has been one man ordained to the 
work of the miniftry by the name of Lamfon ; and Elder Little- 
field has died, fo that in the counties of Lewis and Jefferfon, and 
a large part of the Oneida, there are only four fettled minilters of 
our denomination, and one Prefbyterian. Hence there is yet an 
extenfive field to labour in. There are feveral brethren who im- 
prove in public, fo that there is a favourable profped that mif- 
fionaries will be releafed from this, to go to more needy parts of 
the country. 

After {pending feveral weeks in this country with delight, my 
trials came on me afrefli. I found my heart divided. I longed 
to {pend the winter in the delightful fervice of the fociety in the 
wildernefs, but whether it were duty to glean in the wildernefs, 
or return and bind the fheaves at home, I knew not. But when I 
had performed that part of my work, and returned to Whiteftown, 
by the advice of brother Miller I concluded to return home, and 
fee how the caufe profpered there. Concluding if nothing fpecial 
called, yet to go to Sufquehannah this winter. I therefore arrived 
at home December the 8th, after an abfence of forty-eight days, 
in which I rode 600 miles, and preached 41 times, and baptized 
two perfons, befides hearing Elder Miller preach a number of 
-fermons with great pleafure. 

Thas I have given you a brief ftatement of the matter of my 
‘journey. Since my return, I find that the Lord is really at work 
among the people here. Yelterday I baptized two perfons. Next 
Saturday is appointed to hear and receive members for baptifm. 
My field is fo wide, and labour fo much needed here, that I have 
given up the thoughts of going any long journies this winter. 

nd O my fathers and brethren, pray ye that the Lord would 
blefs my labours, and build up his caufe in this place. 

One thing more, my beloved friends, I wifh to ftate to you, be- 
ing a matter that lies with great weight upon my mind. When 
I read or hear of the exertions of our brethren in Europe, to 
fpread the gofpel among the heathen, even in thefe troublefome 
times among the nations; I think that we in this peaceful land 
of liberty and plenty, may be reproved for our negligence and 
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floth. ‘While we enjoy peace at home and abroad, we are too 
thoughtlefs of our heathen neighbours. Even now, while the 
tomahawk is buried, and the war-hoop is not heard, we are neg- 
leéting to make any vigorous exertions to communicate faving 
knowledge among them. It is the common prayer, “ Lord, fend 
the gofpel among the heathen, Jet them know the joyful found of 
falvation, that they may be iaved from their dumb idols, and be 
led to love and ferve the living and true God.” But is it not 
commonly with this referve—“ I cannot go! nor my minifter! 
nor can I give a dollar to help ‘any to go!” What do we 
mean by fuch prayers? Do we mean that God fhould work con- 
trary to his eftablifhed method, and commit the gofpel to angels 
to preach to the Indians? Are we afraid to go, left we fhould 
not find all the aecommodations of the city ? Or do we want thofe 
to go who are good for nothing at home? Is this ating the part 
of Chriftians? No, my brethren, this cannot be, we mult be ad- 
monifhed for our inconfiltency. Might we not as well pray for 
a crop of corn, and negleét to till or plant our ground, as to pray 
for the converfion of the Indians, without exertions to teach them 
the way of falvation? For faith comes by hearing.—How /ball 
they hear without a preacher ? And how fhall they preach except they be 
fent? O my brethren, let us awake to our duty. The 
forlorn condition of the Indians crieth unto us for help. Can we 
{pend our lives or our property in a better fervice? I am fenfible 
that this matter mult be attended with labour, difficulty and ex- 
penfe ; but could I fee the bufinefs undertaken with refolution, be 
affured, my dear brethren, that I have nothing too dear to facrifice 
either in perfonal labour or property to forward this work. 
Without enlarging further, I take the liberty to fubfcribe my- 
felf your unworthy brother, and devoted fervant in the caufe of 
our dear Lord Jefus, JESSE HARTWELL. 








Letter from Rev. Ifaac Cafe to the Secretary of the 
Society, dated Reedfield, Sept. 27, 1806. 
Sir, 

FTER I wrote in July | proceeded on eaftward, accompa- 
nied by brother Henry Haile. We reached Machias the 
eleventh of July. Here we tarried three days, and preached 
four times, and baptized three perfons. There hath been a {mall 
revival here of late, and fome profpett of its increafing. We left 
them with reluétance, and went to Dannes river. Here we found 
a number that love the Lord Jefus, and were very hungry for 
preaching, for they had not had a fermon preached in the place 

fince laft November. They gladly received the word. 
The next day we went to Pennemequan, where we had a lecture. 
There is a Baptift church in this place, confifting of near forty 
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members, who appear to be fteadfaft in the faith. They are deftitute 
of a preacher. We next vifited Eaftport (or Moofe Ifland.) There 
is a Baptift church in this place of about 70 members ; we found 
them in a very low, broken, tried, dejected fituation, by reafon of 
the condu& of Mr. . Alas, what unhappy confequences 
attend the fall of Chriftians, efpecially minifters of the gofpel, 
that have been ufeful in the world. Oh that he that keepeth If- 
rael would hold his minifters in his right hand! O my gracious 
Redeemer, help me to watch and pray that I may not enter into 
temptation. 

The fituation of this people called both for our pity and aflift- 
ance; for they told us that there were fcarcely two brethen of a 
mind in the place. After preaching feveral fermons to them, we 
appointed a day of humiliation, fafting, and prayer to God, 
partly on the account of the drought which was very fevere, and 
partly on the account of the low eltate of religion, which was 
more gloomy. I {pent about ten days with them, and by the 
blefling of God a happy reconciliation took place amongft them, 
and I had the pleafure of adminitering the Lord’s fupper to them, 
May the Prince of peace increafe the union, and receive all the 

raife. 

J The 24th of July, went to Robbinftown, where we had a meet- 
ing. Here met us a man from St. Andrews, and informed us of 
a happy revival of religion, which took place with them the winter 
palt; and defired us to come over and help them. This looking like 
the call of divine Providence, we agreed to go with him the next 
day. When we came to the place, we found it even as he had 
told us. It is in a neighbourhood about 5 or 6 miles above the 
village. his awakening took place under the preaching of Mr. 
Anfley, from St. John’s river. His labours have been bleft in 
feveral places in thefe parts. He met with fome oppofition, being 
apprehended, and a young man with him, for preaching, and put 
under keepers for two days, but by fome means they were let go, 
without receiving much injury. 

In the time of this reformation the minifter of the place came 
and preached againft the work. After he had concluded his re- 
marks, a young woman faid to him, “ When we were going on in 
our fins, frolicking, curfing, and fwearing, you never came to 
warn us of our danger ; but as foon as the Lord hath fhewn us 
the evil of our ways, and reformed us, you have come to oppofe 
us.” He told her to hold her tongue. She anfwered, Jf thefe 

fhould hold their peace, the fiones would cry out. A fheriff being pref- 
ent, ftept up towards her, in order to ftill her ; whom fhe addrefled 
in thefe words, the Lord rebuke thee Satan. This ftruck him 
fo that he was filent. Mr. P. one of the Juftices of the 
county, then got up and encouraged the work, and told them 
they were right, and exhorted them to perfevere in the way they 
were in. 
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We {pent about eight days with them. In this time examined 
a number of candidates, baptized 21, had the happinefs of fegin 
a church conftituted on the firt day of Auguft; and on Lord’s 
day following adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to them. Our 
meetings were delightful, and our parting was trying. ‘They are 
in number 24. 

We next went toa place called Bocabeck, about eight miles 
ealt of St. Andrews. Hats we found difciples much engaged for 
the Lord. They were much melted under the preaching of the 
gofpel. From this place we went fix or eight miles through the 
woods to a place called Digadigwafh. Here are about a dozen 
families, but not one profefled Chriftian amongft them. They 
meet together on the firlt day of the week, and carry on their de- 
votion by finging hymns, and reading a fermon. I preached 
one fermon to them. Some appeared under genuine conviction. 
Several of them came twenty miles the next Lord’s day to hear 
the werd. I believe that Satan was unwilling we fhould vif- 
it this place ; for when we were on our way to it, we met a gen- 
tleman that examined us by what authority we came into that 
kingdom to preach ; and as a magiltrate, he forbid our preaching 
in that kingdom ; and told us if he found us there when he re- 
turned, we might expect to fuffer the confequences of it. But I 
was encouraged by this paflage of truth ; Whether it be right in the 

Sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. So we 
went onour way. Afterwards thefe words were fweet to me, No 
man fhall fet on thee to burt thee. Neither Satan nor his fervants can 
do any more than the Saviour permits. 

Monday, Auguft 11, went to the eaft end of Deer Ifland, where 
I preached upon the precioufnefs of Chrift to believers ; the af- 
fembly were much affected under the difcourfe. Converfed with 

_ one man who was much concerned for his foul. He told me he 
was awakened by a fit of ficknefs about fix months before. His 
fins he faid were fet in order before him, and he thought the 
Lord was about to cut him off for his offences and call him to 
judgment. I faw him the next Monday following, and he talked 
a new language, and I truft he can now fing a new fong. The 
people were anxious to hear all they could. They informed me 
that there had not been a fermon preached in that neighbourhood 
for ten years. The aflembly all followed us to our boat, and 
then took their leave of us, defiring we would vifit them again. 
We went in our boat that evening to Magguguadavick. This 
place was fetiled foon after the American war; fince which 
there have been two fmall reformations in it, but the brethren 
had not formed themfelves into a regular fociety. They are in 
general of the Baptift fentiment. Brother Still had vifited them 
and baptized eleven. We had lectures on Tuefday, Wednefday, 
and Thurfday. On Friday, Auguft 16, we met for conference, 
and after {pending fome time in prayer for direction, we confulted 












Letter from Rev. Mr. Case. 271 


upon the expediency of their being formed into a church. It was 
thought advifeable; and the articles of faith and covenant were 
read arid heartily agreed to by them. I gave them the right 
hand of fellowfhip as a church of Chrift. ‘Fhe Lord’s day fol- 
lowing I baptized four more, who joined the church; I broke 
bread to them and then took leave of them. 

Mr. McRoy, a man much refpeéted in this place, and one of 
the Judges of the court, is a great friend to religion. When he 
took his leave of me, he gave me his hand and defired a remem- 
brance in my prayers.. May he obtain mercy of = Lord Jefus, 
and be found in him. 

On Monday returned to Eaftport, and preached in the evening. 
The next morning met at feven, and. baptizeda young man that 
was awakened on this ifland by hearing a man pray in his family. 
The circumftance was a little fingular. Although there was a 
fettled minifter in the town where he was brought up (as he relat- 
ed the matter) he never heard any perfon mention experimental 
religion, nor pray in their family in his life. Being a carpenter, 
he was employed by Mr. J. to build him a houfe. He began on 
Monday morning, and being called to breakfaft, his employer afk- 
ed a bleffing at the table, and after receiving his food gave thanks 
to God. As he rofe and was going to his work, he was afked to 
ftop a little while. He did fo, and the man of the houfe took his 
Bible and read a chapter. He thought in himfelf that the man 
was reading to let him know how well he could read. But when 
he came to addrefs his Maker, and pray for him in particular, it 
ftruck through his heart, and proved effectual for his converfion. 

At about eleven o’clock we fat out from Eaftport and came to 
Pennemequan, where 1 preached in. the evening. The next 
day came to Machias, where I preached the fame evening, and 
again the next day. 

On Friday came to Chandler’s River, where I preached in the 
afternoon. This place hath been fettled about forty years ; they 
have lived without having, or defiring, much preaching until with- 
in afew months; they feem now to have a hearing ear, and fever- 
al are hopefully converted. 

On Saturday came to Addifon and preached a le@ure, and 
fpent the Lord’s day with them; towards evening came and 
preached in Columbia. On Monday came to Narrowguagous, 
and preached, and then baptized two; then haftened to Eaftbay, 
where I preached in the evening. The next morning met at 
half paft eight, and baptized four, and then rode to Sullivan. 
On Wednefday came to Surry, where I preached at four in the 
afternoon, and baptized a young woman. On Thurfday came to 
Bluehill, where I preached from thefe words, Set your affefions on 
things above. 

Friday, Auguft 29, rode to Orleans i in company with a num- 
ber, where I preached, and then baptized a woman, who had 
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been a member of a Congregational church for fome years, 
Several others are convinced of their duty in the fame ordinance. 
After meeting we rode to Belfaft, and on Saturday went to 
Northport, where we joined with the church in their conference 
meeting, which was very agreeable. 

Lord’s day went to Iflefborough; the feafon was refrefhing. 
On Monday preached at Northport, and then fet my face home- 
wards. In my way attended the Lincoln A ffociation. 

On Friday, the 5th of September, | reached my home, and by 
the great mercy of God, found my family all in good health. 
Let his holy name have the praife. 

In this vifit I have baptized 70 perfons, have affifted in 
conftituting three churches, and have adminiftered the Lord’s 
fupper to tix deftitute churches. Some days I did not preach, 
but in general I preached once and twice, and when occafion 
called, three times. The people were generally very attentive, 
and would take great pains.to attend upon preaching. Some 
would come as far as twenty miles on horfes, and fome women 
would walk feven or eight miles on foot to hear the word. They 
are truly deltitute of preaching ; for two hundred miles in length 
on thefe eaitern fhores there are but three minifters of any denom- 
ination ; and there are now ten deftitute Baptift churches. My poor 
heart yearns towards them, when I think of them, and think of 
their language to me. ‘“ Do not forget us, do come again, and 
if you cannot come, you mutt try to fend fome minilter to preach 
to us; the time feems long to us to be without preaching.” 
Some told me they had lived without preaching for three or four 
years toge*her. 

I have thoughts of returning foon to vifit them again, for it ap- 
pears to me their fituation calls for help. Fray for me, that 
my labours may not bein vain. I have hardly room to fubfcribe 


myielf, your friend and brother in Chrift, 
ISAAC CASE, 








Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Peter P. Roots, to 
the Committee of the Maflachufetts Baptift Miffion- 
ary Society, dated Vernon, July 31, 1806. 


Beloved Fathers and Brethren, 
NOW tranfmit to you fome account of the manner in which 
I have fpent my time fince the commencement of this year. 
(1806.) The firft Lord’s day in January, I preached, baptized, 
and broke bread at Fabius. The next day wentto Deruyter, and 
in this month vifited a number of places in the counties of Che- 
nango, and Oneida, and went to Black river, and preached in the 
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towns of Boonville, Leyden, Turin, Martinfburgh, Lowville, 
Harrifburgh, Rutland, Champion, Watertown, Adams, and 
Brownville. (And fhould have gone to Canada, had the river 
St. Lawrence been paffable at Kingfton.) About the middle of 
February I left the Black river, and vifited the deftitute country 
back of Johnftown, and thence I went to Otter Creek in Vermont, 
and preached at Ira, Rutland, Lecefter, New Haven, Cornwall, 
and Sudbury. But having {pent fo much time in deftitute places 
on my way, I could not ftay to vifit about Lake Ckamplaine as 
I meant to have done. Therefore 1 bent my couric towards 
home, and arrived at my houfe in Fabius, county of CUnondaga, 
March 17th. And, through the tender mercies of God, found my 
family all in comfortable health. I have been kindly received, 
and have vifited many places in this tour, where people ftood in 
much need of preaching, and I hope that my labours have not 
been altogether in vain. 

I fpent eleven days with my family, and in deftitute places 
near home; then I fet off on another tour to the Black river, and 
Sandy Creek, and returned by the way of Salmon river, and at 
Redfield baptized two perfons. The laft Lord’s day in April and 
the firft in May, I preached to the deftitute people in Fabius, and 
broke bread to the church. The three next Lord’s days I preach- 
ed at three different places in the neighbouring towns, where mif- 
fionary labours were needed. 

May 27th, I left home again, and preached at Manlius, Sulli- 
van, Verona, and fome other places. June 28th, preached three 
times at Redfield, and the Wednefday following attended a con- 
ference compofed of members from five Baptilt churches, fituated 
near the Black river and Sandy Creek, whoconvened at Rutland 
in orderto become acquainted with each other, with a view to 
form an affociation in fome future day. I rejoiced to find them fo 
happily united, and I hope they may grow in numbers, knowl- 
edge and grace. ‘They have propofed “another conference to be 
holden at ‘Champion, the third Wednefday in September next. 

June 15th I preached at Rutland, and baptized a man in his 
fixty-fifth year. The next Lord’s day, June 22d, preached at 
Perch river, in the town of Brownville, and baptized a man in 
the fixty-fourth year of his age. I have preached a number of 
fermons in this place, and the hearers have been numerous and at- 
tentive. 

Monday went to Adams and preached in the evening to a large 
number, for the fhort time they had to give notice and get together. 
The two next days, June 25 and 26, I fat in council with dele- 
gates from Baptift churches, convened at Henderfon, (No. 6) on 
Sandy Creek, to look into the circumftances of fome profeflors 
there, who wifhed to gain fellowfhip as a gofpel church. We had 
a fermon each day, and attended clofely to their declaration of faith 
and covenant, and examined them as to their underftanding and 
Lo 
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belief of each article, and when they had made some amendments 
and additions, we gave them fellowship as a Christian church. 
Their number is about eighteen ; may the Lord add to them and 
to their graces, 

The next two days, June 27, 28, a council (composed chiefly 
of the same persons who were at Henderson) convened at Malta. 
We had a sermon ; then heard the experience of a man and his 
wife, anda young married woman, their daughter. These three 
ibaptized. The two former had been more than twenty years 
congregational professors, and had a letter to show their standing. 
The council then went into an examination of all those, who 
wished to gain fellowship, and having attended to their articles of 
faith and covenant, and finding the professors here well establish- 
ed and united in’ the doctrine and duties of Christianity, most 
cordially gave them the right hand of fellowship, as a sister 
church of Christ. Their number is thirteen. A sermon, pray- 
ers, and several exhortations closed the opportunity. The coun- 
cil dismissed, and went away rejoicing to see churches arising 
in these new setthkements, and praying that they may be lights in 
the world, and that the wilderness inay blessom as the rose. The 
four days past, while attending these councils, have been com- 
fortable, and, I trust, profitable days to many. 

‘The next Lord’s day I preached twice in Robbins’s settlement, 
anda third sermon in another part of Adams; and the assem- 
blies were large and solemn. Monday the last of June I preach- 
ed at Ellisburgh, and had a conference with a few of many, who 
have professedly joined together in a church in this place ;_ but 
I know not whether they can be consistently viewed as a church 
of Christ in their present situation. E advised them to call a 
council, to look into their standing and give them advice. 

I spent the remainder of the weck preaching from place to 
place, where I had previously made appointments. The next 
Lord’s day, July 6, preached at Harrisburgh, and baptized a man. 
The congregation was numerous and very solemn. 

After this I set my face again towards the counties of Oneida, 
Chenango, and Onondaga, and my time since, a few days only ex- 
cepted, has been taken up in itinerant labours in these counties. 

I expeet elder Hosmer will soon give you a very pleasing ac- 
count of a revival of religion in Hamilton. I have been there, 
huve seen the grace of God, and was glad. May the like be seen 
from-the rising to the setting sun. 

Since the first of January, I have travelled about two thousand 
and seventy-five miles; preached one hundred and eighty-one 
sermons; baptized nine persons, and administered the com- 
munion supper three times. 

With my best wishes for the prosperity of the Society; Tsub- 
scribe myself your affectionate brother in Christ, 


PETER P. ROOTS 












Religious Intelligence. 


Religious Intelligence from Scotland. 


m HE doctrine of believers’ baptism has of late engaged the 

attention of many in Scotland, more than at any former 
period. Te such as hold it as a scriptural truth, that only such as 
believe in the gospel ought to be baptized, it must be a pleasant 
circumstance to see this doctrine spreading ; and it would add 
greatly -to their joy to see all those wao receive the truth, m the 
Jove of it, seeking and receiving baptism in a way consonant to 
the word of God.” ( Theological Repository, fr. 215.) 


Anda great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 
Acts vi. 7. 

‘A SOCIETY of Christians, generally known by the name 
of Scotch Baptists, bas subsisted at Wooller in Northumber- 
land, for a considerable space of time. the brethren, sé/a- 
rated from all strangers unto the law of thetr God, continued 
steadfastly together in one sfirit and with one mind, striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel, and exhorting one another tp 
fove andto do good works. Their number at first was small, 
and their appearance despised, but believers. of the 
testimony of Jesus were more and more added unto them, 
till at length finding among themselves gilts for the full edifying 
of the bedy of Christ, they were set im order as a church of 
Christ, having elders set over them in the Lord. On‘this occa- 
sion Messrs. A. M’Lean, and H. D. Inglis, from ‘the Christian 

church at Edinburgh, presided. Since their being organi zed, 
they have had some gmall additions, but of late the Lord. has 
given abundant testimony to.the word of his grace, and the order 
of his house, some even of the priests being obedient unto the 
faith ; the civcumstances of which are as follow:—A Mr. J. 
minister to a congregation of Presbyterian.dissenters, in North 
Sunderland, whose mind had been alternately racked with doubt, 
or buoyed up with presumption, as affrofriation Was weak or 
strong ; found the first relief to his guilty soul, in the simpic 
testimony of the gospel respecting Christ. This shining into 
the mind brought suitable effects along with it. He found in 
his congregation, much, very much opposed to the purity and 
holiness of the truth, and a total disconformity to the pattern of 
the apostolic churches. He was now particularly distressed mn 
being obliged to baptize the .children of those, who gave no evi- 
dence of being believers of the gospel :—We say obliged to bap- 
tize the children, for the constitution and laws of “dissenting 
meetings are such, that the gift is there bought and sold for the 
paltry sum of a@ seat-rent.. Micah iii, 2. So situated, a meeting 
of the communicants of the congregation was called, to inquire 
into the nature, order, laws and members of a Christian church ; 
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but it was all in vain, pontifical infallibility appeared even among 
Protestants, and a tenacious blind zeal for old forms and standards 
overthrew the whole. The rupture was consummated, for, in 
the progress of inquiry, Mr. J. came to see that he had not 
authority to baptize the fesh/y seed of any one of them, and that 
proxy is not allowed in a spiritual kingdom, where not the chil- 
dren of the flesh, but the children of the promise, are counted for 
the seed. Vhus convinced, he consulted not with flesh and blood, 
but in the spirit of faith threw aside the rags of Rome, divested him- 
Self of all assumed consequence, came before the church at Wool- 
ler, professed the faith which had given him relief, was baptized i in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and added unto the church there, in 
which he now continues, being edified with his brethren in the 
mutual exercises of prayer and exhortation. A more recent 
event has added to their number alse. There had been at lord- 
forge a Christian church under the pastoral care of a Mr. K. in 
connection with Mr. Haldane’s Society for propagating the gos- 
pel at home. These people like those of Berea searched the 
Scriptures daily concerning the things of the kingdom of heaven, 
and had attained so far to the pattern of the first churches, as to 
be separated from the world, to have among them the Lord’s 
supper every first day of the week, and to practise mutual ex- 
hortation. But, a denial of baptism, to the child of one who ap- 
plied for it, gave rise to a fresh investigation of the word of truth, 
in which the nature of New Testament churches appeared in a 
new light. The process of inquiry was calm, steady, impartial, 
and so effectual. The Church was dissolved—the laws of Christ 
could not be made a matter of forbearance, two of their number 
came to Wooller, and were baptized, and afterwards the pastor, 
Mr. K. and the principal part of his flock were baptized at their 
own place, and have been all since added to the church at the 
above place, in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. These 
circumstances have stirred up a spirit of inquiry among many 
which has not yet subsided ; and the design of the publication of 
this is, that those who love the prosperity of Zion may say, 
The Lorp be magnified ; and that frayer may be made for HIm 
continually, until the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, 
and Amen. Tbid. fr. 243, 244, 245. 


To the above, we add the following extract of a letter from an 
independent minister in England, to his Correspondent in 
Boston. 

“ The Baptists are upon the increase in our part of Yorkshire ; 
Mr. Steadman of Bradford has some to baptize almost every 
Lord’s day. Mr. Stevens, late a preacher of some celebrity 
amongst us, has become a Baptist, and is now supplying the 
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church, lately under the care of Abraham Booth. If Christ be 
honoured, and souls saved, I rejoice.” 








The Importance of fubmitting to the Decifions of 
the Bible. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine 

Sir, 

T is often a subject of regret, to notice into what absurdities 

good men may be led, by a tenacious adherence to precon- 
ceived opinions. 

After“the church of Christ had been buried, for many years, in 
the rubbish of superstition, perhaps it could not be reasonably ex- 
pected, even in the season of the glorious Reformation, that those 
good men, who were engaged in it, should at once cast off all the 
unwarranted rites which officious men had introduced. Luther 
did not relinquish the idea of the real presence, nor that of infant 
vaptism. Calvin was brought to relinquish the former, and thou- 
sands have been brought to relinquish the latter error. Dr. Gill 
has endeavoured to prove infant baptism to be a part and pillar of 
popery. ’ 

' But what particularly induced these remarks, was the pe- 
culiar impression I received, onnoticing the absurd position of Lu- 
ther to maintain the right of infants tothe ordinance. In the Life of 
Luther, published in the Panoplist, (p. 149, Vol. II.) we are in- 
formed, that among other works, he published a “ Letter to the 
Ana-baptists, in which, to avoid one of their arguments against in- 
Jant baptism, he supposes infants to be capable of exercising faith ; 
a novel opinion, and of which nothing but the design with which 
it was broached can be defended.” Luther, it seems; felt pinch- 
ed with the difficulty, that the gospel requires faith and repentance 
in the subjects of this ordinance, and rather than deny their right, 
he resorted to the absurdity here noticed. The writer of his life, 
it would seem, could defend nothing but the design with which 
it was broached, viz. fo retain the practice of administering the ordi- 
nance toinfants. It would be well if this were the only good 
man, whose prepossessions have prevented the admission of truth. 
But is there not reason to fear that many, not on this subject on- 
ly, but on other important subjects of revelation, are prevented 
from discerning the beauty of truth, by their prepossessions ' 
Miss Hannah More well remarks, that in weighing any commod- 
ity, we have a standard weight; and if the article we are weigh- 
ing, be either more or less, we do not add to nor clip from the 
standard weight, but make the article conform toit. Yetin religious 
matters we often practise the reverse. Instead of adding to or clip- 
ping from our sentiments, to make them conform to the Scrip- 
tures, the standard of religious opinion, we evade, misconstrue, 
or bring them down to our ideas. C. B. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 





Extracts from the “ Circular Letter.” of the Phila- 


delphian Baptift Affociation, held O@ober 7—10,. 


1806, drawn by the Rev. Dr. Wixitiam Roecears. 


Beloved Arethren, 
T the prefent feafon, when a new era appears to have fprung 
up in the Chriftian Church, when the fervants of God, both 
in the old world and in the new, not fatisfied with exhibiting the 
gies of the Redeemer in the vicinity of their own habitations, 
and prepared to bear the lamp of the Lord’s Anointed amid the 
glooms of deferts and into regions where the human frame is al- 
molt {tiffened with cold or fcorched with funfhine; at a feafon 
too, when diftinguifhed fuccefs follows fuch pious endeavours, and 
when we are loudly called upon to come “ to the help of the Lord 
again{t the mighty,” we feel defirous of addrefling you on the 
important fubje& of Curistian Missions. We will endeavour, 
by divine affiftance, to exhibit 

The principles on which they proceed, 

The extent to which they have .been carried, and 

The encouragements we poffe/s for future exertions. 7 

In inquiring into the principles which have given birth to mif 
fionary toils, we are ftruck with the difference between them and 
thofe principles which a@wate the world. Diftant climes are not 
traced that wealth may be gotten, reputation and eafe fecured— 
that curiofity may be indulged, or the blood of thoufands wanton- 
ly thed. The fervant of Chrift goes forth prepared to fuffer with 
his Lord, poverty and reproach ; perils from his countrymen, and 
perils from the heathen. The awfulnefs of his meflage, and the 
refponfibility of his office, elevate him above the vanities of curiof- 
ity, and on the banners which he plants are infcribed, ‘* Peace on 
earth, and good will towards men.” 

The following principles have given rife to Curistian Mis- 
sions, and {way the condué of faithful miflionaries. 

1. 4 deep conviition of the fallen flate of the human race. - Once, in- 
deed, man was in honour, but now he is in difgrace. Wo unto 
us that we have finned.”,—In our common father we have all funk 
in the abyfs of original defection, and are all actual offenders 
again a righteous God. Many have endeavoured to extenuate 
the offences of the heathen world. Idolaters have been reprefent- 
ed as the untanght children of nature, whom the Supreme Being 
would rather pity than punifh; but fuch are not the reprefenta- 
tions of the holy Scriptures, the oracles of divine truth. That 
they who have finned without law, will be judged without the Jaw, is 
admitted ; but it is exprefsly declared, that ** The wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven againft ail ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnels 
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ef men.”” ‘That fuch as “ change the glory of the uncorruptible 


God into an image” are “ wirHout excuse.” And that “the, 


judgment of God is,” that “they who commit fuch things are 
WORTHY OF DEATH.” Who will dare to oppofe his judgment, to 
the judgment of Infinite Wifdom, and Righteoufneis ? Or, who 
can be inactive while he hears the Bible proclaim “ Indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguifh, upon every foul of man that 
doeth evil, to the Jew firft, and alfo to the Gentile ?” 

2. Another principle influencing to holy labour is, the total ina- 
bility of the fons and daughters of men to deliver themfelves. The Jews on 
our earth, amounting to, at lealt, feven millions of its inhabitants, 
are ftill refting in the Mofaic law, a law which Chrift has abolifhed, 
and which, were it now in force, could not efteé their falvation, it 
being impoflible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away fin.— 
The Mahometans, whofe number is full one hundred and thirty 
millions, found their hopes of paradife on zeal for the Koran, 
veneration for Mahomet, pilgrimages to Mecea, and the periecu- 
tion of heretics; but alas what can thefe do for a finner’s falva- 
tion, if, as we are perfuaded, the Koran is falfe, Mahomet an im- 
poftor, the pilgrimage folly, and the perfecution iniquitous? 
The Heathen, amounting to about four hundred and twenty mil- 
lions, place their expectations of life eternal, in the adoration of 
the heavenly bodies, or of idols, which having eyes fee not. ‘hey 
hope for falvation becaufe they worfhip and wafh in rivers, or be- 
caufe they torture and abufe their bodies in a variety of ways at 
which reafon fhudders and humanity weeps. Spits run through 
their tongues, threads pafled through the fides, hooks faftened in 
their backs, the burning of women on the funeral piles of their 
hufbands, and the crufhing to death of men under, the wheels 
of the carriages of their gods, are among the numberlefs devices 
invented by them to take away fin.—Of the remaining inhabitants 
of our earth, confifting of one hundred millions of Roman Catho- 
lics, forty-four millions of Proteftants, and thirty millions of the 
Greek and Armenian church, how many are found depending for 
future happinefs on penances, difpenfations and unfcriptural rites 
or ceremonies. Do and live was the law given to man in inno- 
cency. Do and live is the favourite maxim of our fallen race; 
whereas all our doings are polluted, and the word of God ex- 
prefsly declares, ‘that by the deeds of the law no flefh living 
fhall be juftified.” 

3. Another principle is, that there is in Chrift all that fulnefs of fai- 
vation that poor and miferable finners fland in need of. Jefus Chrift is 
the glorious mediator between God and man; his blood can 
atone and his rightcoufnefs can juftify. His Holy Spirit can 
change the ftouteft heart, arreft the deepeft prejudices, beget in the 
breaft where fin has abounded the moft fervent defires after per- 
fe& holinefs, and transform the moft infatuated idolater, or the 
moft abandoned profligate, into a child of wifdom and an exem- 
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plary faint. ‘The faithful miffionary knows that Chrift Jefus the 
Lord is appointed of the Father, and is exalted by his own merit, 
to ‘be a hiding place from the ftorm and a covert from the tem- 
pelt, and that there is “ no other name under heaven yiven amony 
men whereby we can be faved.”—-An experimental fenfe there- 
fore of the glory and the worth of the Repgemer, infpires the 
with that all the ends of the earth may come and ferve him. It 
animates the heart farther to learn, 

4. That this way of falvation fhall be known in all the earth. The 
ficred page is replete with prophecies to this effe@. A few may 
ferve as a fpecimen of many. Ifa. ii. z. ‘* It fhall come to pafs, 
in the laft days, that the mountain of the Lorp’s houfe fhall be 
eftablifhed in the top of the mountains and fhall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations fhall flow unto it.’—Ifa. xi. 9, ‘“ For the 
‘earth fhall be full of the knowledge of the Lorn, as the waters 
cover the fea.””—Zech. xiv. 8. ‘ Living waters fhall go out from 
Jerulalem,” like an ocean breaking forth on each fide, “half of them 
cowards the former fea, and half of them towards the hinder fea: 
in fummer and winter fhall it be. And the Lorp fhall be King 
over all the earth; in that day thall there be one Lord and his 
name one.”—Ezek, xlvii. 5. “ Afterward he meafured a thou- 
fand ; and it was a river that I could not pafs over: for the wa- 
ters were rifen, waters to fwim in, a river that could not be paffed 
over.”—The progrefs of Chrift’s kingdom will be gradual, like 
the growth of the muftard-tree or the operation of leaven, but at 
Jaft it will be vi€torious. The ftone which has already fmitten the 
image is becoming a great mountain and muft FiLL THE EARTH. 

We will mention but one miflionary principle more, namely, 

5. That the mean by which, inflrumentally, the great work is to be ef- 
fected, is the miniffration of the divine word. We would not be un- 
derflood as fuppofing that this is the on/y mean. Whenever falva- 
tion goes forth as a lamp that burneth, it will be in anfwer to the 
prayers of Zion, and as it extends, private Chriftians will, in their 
feveral circles, be inftructors too ; “ Every man fhall teach his neigh- 
bourand every man bis brother until all fhall know the Lorn.” The 
King of kings may alfo render famines, earthquakes, peftilence, 
wars, or revolutions of empires, channels of peculiar inftruction ; 
but, it is at leaft prefumable, that under the indefatigable labours 
of Zion’s miffionaries, his kingdom will come. Earthen veffels 
will bear the celeftial treature. The commiffion of Chrift direés 
his minilters to “ go out into all the world.” Many fhali run to 
and fro and knowledge fhall be increafed. Ifrael anciently was 
often recovered from her backflidings by the holy prophets. The 
light of the reformation came forth and fpread while eminent 
men of Gop were bearing their teftimony. Then may we not 
hope and ardently expect, that the glory of the latter day will be 

vifible, when the precious found of evangelical minifters has gone 
out into all lands, and their words unto the ends of the world ? 
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the love of immortal souts, many of the fervants of lmmanuEL 
have gone forth, and are now employed in various and diftant 
climes. To give you, dear brethren, a full ftatement of the ex- 
tent and fuccefs of their labours would, were it even in our power, 
be tranigrefling the bounds prefcribed for our annual epittle. 
We will, however, in as brief a manner as poflible, mention a few 
facts, for your information and encouragement. The commif- 
fion of our Lord, as before obferved, directed the apoftles to go 
and teach all nations, and in Mark xvi. 20, we read that they went 
forth and preached every where. They were not fationed minifters, 
but iinerating miffionaries. From the teftimony of Eufebius and 
others, it appears that Peter vifited Pontus, Galatia, and the 
places adjacent ; that Andrew direéted his courfe into Scythia, 
John into Leffer Afia, Plilip into Media and Armenia, Bartholo- 
mew into Arabia, Matthew into Perfia, Thomas into Judea, Jude 
into Syria, Simon the Canaanite into Lybia and Egypt, and Mat- 
thias into Cappadocia ; while Paul, as a Seraph, flew almoft every 
where, to win fouls to Jefus Chrift. The firft age of Chriftianity 
was eminently an age of miffions ; but after the deceafe of the 
apoiiles, the feed they had fown was left to {pring up, corruptions 
gradually entered the church, the man of fin began at length to 
be revealed, and delire for the falvation of men was loft in the 
purfuit of ecclefiattical ufurpation, pomp, and revenue. 

In the year 1556, Proteftants began to feel for the nations in- 
volved in Paganifm. Fourteen miflionaries were tent from Gene- 
va to America. ‘The Swedes alfo exerted their zeal for the con 
verfion of the fuperftitious Laplanders, and both the Englifh and 
the Dutch carried with them into their increafing foreign fettle- 
ments, the doétrines of the reformation. 

Early in the laft century the Moravians began to organize and 
exert themfelves in the miflionary caufe. Their fpheres of action 
have gradually increafed : befides their miflions in fix of the Weft 
India iflands, they have fettlements in Greenland, Upper Canada 
and South America: their miflionaries are employed alfo at the 
Cape of Good Hope, on the coaft of Labrador, and in the Ruffian 
part of Afia.—The zeal, the afflictions, and the fuccefs of thedfe 
united brethren have been great. 

Patronized by Chriftians in Scotland and in America, Elliott, 
Brainerd, Edwards, and others laboured among the Aborigines of 
our country ; but it was not till about the year 1790 that the 
great miflionary {pirit, which now exifts, began to diffufe itfelf. 

On the minds of our brother Carey and of feveral of the breth- 
ren of the Northamptonfhire Baptift Affociation in England, the 
cafe of the benighted Pagans lay with weight. Prayer meetings 
for the tpread of the gofpel were eftablifhed, and a pamphlet was 
compofed and publifhed by brother Carey, ftating and enforcing 
the obligations of Chriftians to exert themfelves for the convertion 
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of the heathen. The holy flame fpread, until in the year 1792, 
the Baptift Miffionary Society was formed ;, Bengal was deter- 
mined upon as the feat of the miffion, and our brethren Carey and 
Thomas were firft fent thither. A miffion houfe has been pur- 
chafed and a church conftituted at Serampore, near Calcutta, 
Many of the natives have been added to the Lorn, and fome of. 
them have died triumphing in redeeming love. ‘Though the mif- 
fion has {fuffered lofs in the removal of feveral of the miffionaries 
by death, yet the lofs has been repaired by the acceflion of oth- 
ers. ‘Ten or twelve brethren with their wives were, by the latef 
accounts, engaged there in advancing a Redeemer’s, interett. 


Several natives.and fome of them Brahmans, are alfo preachers of’ 


a glorious gofpeh, A new church has lately been formed at Di- 
nagepore, under the care of brother Fernandez, and the conftitution 
of two or three more churches. was in contemplation when our 
brethren laft wrote us. Twenty-feven perions were baptized laft 
year, and fifteen more were under hopeful impreffions. The 
whole word of God is tranflated into. the Bengalee, and the fecond 
edition, of the New Tettament is in the Prefs. Nearly. the whole 
of the New and fome parts of the Old Tefltament are tranflated 
into the Mahratta, Oriffa, Hindoftanne, and Perfian languages, 


and the good work is {till proceeding. The gains that are drawn 


by our brother Carey from the College of Fort-William, in which 
be is the oriental profeffor, and thofe by our brother Marfhman 
from the fchool, and by our brother Ward from the prefs, are 
cordially devoted, as are the gains of all the brethren, to. the ad- 
vancement of the gaufe of Jesus. Oh that the Lord may abun- 
dantly recompence their felf-denial, and glorioufly profper- their 
arduous and pious efforts !—By the fame fociety an attempt was 
made to eltablifh a miffion at Sierra Leone, im Africa; two breth- 
ren were fent thither, but the fieknefs of the.one and the impru- 
dent political interference of the other, terminated the favourable 
expedtations which were indalged of a fettlement on that coatt. 
‘The piety, the engagednefs, and the activity, which. were fo vif- 
ible among the members of the Baptift churches, operated on oth- 
er evangelical focicties to. fuch a commendable degree as to pro- 
duce anxious defires to be employed in the fame way. Hence in 
the year 1795, two hundred minifters of different denominations. 
aflembled in London and formed ‘ the London Miffionary Socie- 
ty.””-—-Large fums have been collected, and this numerous Society 
is. zealoufly alive in. caufing the name of the Lord Jefus to be 
made known. far and wide. Its firft efforts were directed towards: 
the iflands.im the South Seas. They have fince fent miflionaries 
#@ the Cape of Good Hope, Canada, Newfoundland and India. 
It is generally believed that there are under their patronage about 
one hundred miffionaries.—Several focieties of a fimilar kind have 
rifen of late in Scotland and other parts of Europe, and in thefe 
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the New York convention, our brother Holmes has laboured 
among the Indians.of the fix nations, among whom, to the praife 
of illuflrious grace, great inquiries have been made refpedting the 
way to heaven. At the laft Affociation in New York, a Baptift 
Miflion Society was eftablifhed there. The Dutch Reformed 
Church have alfo fent miflionaries on the frontiers of our country 
and into Upper Canada.—The Methodifts likewife, amidft great 
oppofition and perfecution, are perfevering in maintaining a pub- 
lic miniftry among the negroes and others in the Weft Indies. 
‘The Maffachufetts Baptift Miffion Society, which was formed in 
May 1802, have in manifold inftances found the bleffings of the 
Lord following their Chriftian and ‘benevolent exertions: the 
Magazine publifhed by them quarterly, the profits of which ate 
appropriated for the furtherance of the caufe of God and af 
truth, is fraught with defirable information on this interefting 
fubje&.—The Philadelphia Baptift Miffionary Society, of which 
feveral of us are‘members, though of recent formation, has not 
been left to ftruggle in vain. Brother T. G. Jones, who is our 
_gniflionary in the eaftern parts of the ftate of Ohio, has already 
made a communication of agreeable tidings. In order to bap- 
tize deliewers in Jesus, he has led them into waters where this holy 
ordinance was never adminiftered before; and on a late tour he 
conftituted a new Baptift church near the town of Lifbon. Num- 
bers liften eagerly to the preaching of the crofs, and in the work 
his heart appears to be much enlarged. | 
The General Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church in the Unit- 
ed States has of late become a miflionary body. During the 
three years previous to 1802, feven or eight miffionaries were an- 
nually employed, and fince then have increafed to fifteen or twen- 
ty. The principal fpheres of their exertions are among the fet- 
tlers on the frontiers of the country, the blacks, and a few of the 
Indian tribes. = 
The Charlefton Baptift Affociation of South Carolina, at their 
Jaft Seffion received favourable accounts from their Miffionary, 
brother John Rooker, relative 'to his miniftration among the 
Catawba Indians. They have engaged him to continue with them, 
& are about eftablifhing a fchool for the inftru@ion of their youth. 
Of the Congregational Miffion Societies of Conneéticut, 
Maffachufetts, and New Hampfhire, we would now give brief 
ftatements with pleafure, were it not for the circumfcribed limits 
of our annual letter. We with them every one fuccefs, fo far as 


truth is maintained, in the name of the LORD GOD or Sanaorn} | 
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their particular fentiments may be, will rejoice in this benevolent 
attempt to make known more generally the word of life. How- 
ever fome other exertions to promote Chriftian knowledge may be 
fufpected of party defigns, there can be none we conceive in dif- 
tributing the facred Scriptures. We fincerely with the Society 
collectively, and each member individually, every blefling contain- 
ed in that holy book. 

It appears by the firft report of the above Society, dated Lon- 
don, April zoth, 1805, that in the year ending the 31 ft of March 
preceding, the annual fubicriptions, donations, colleGtions, &c. 
amounted to 55921. nos. 5d. 

In their addrefs to the public, they thus ftate their benevolent 
defign. “The exclufive.obje@ of this fociéty is, to diffufe the 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, by circulating them in the dif- 
ferent languages {poken throughout Great Britain and Ireland ; 
and alio, according to the extent of its funds, by promoting the 
printing of them in foreign languages, and the diftribution of 
them in foreign countries.”’ 

Many interefting communications have been made to the fociety, 
by which it ‘appears, that vaft numbers who profefs to receive the 
Chriftian religion, are, neverthelefs, deftitute of that very Bible 
which contains the dorine of life and immortality. A Clergy- 
man in Ireland thus writes to the Society : 

*] am forry to mention, that there is no part of the United 
Kingdom in greater want of Bibles than the fouthern part of 
this kingdom, with which alone I am acquainted. As far as [ 
have been able to difcover, not more than one-third of the Protef- 
tant families have Bibles; and the Papilt families, which are at 
leaft eight to one, have fcarce a Bible among them, perhaps not 
‘one in five hundred families, and no exertions making to diftri- 
bute them, except by a few clergymen who go not beyond their 
own parifhes, and thofe very few indeed.” 

From the letter of a Roman Catholic Prieft in Swabia, we are 
happy to extract a few paflages. Speaking of the information he 
had received refpecting the Society, he fays, “ This account excited 
in my breaft the moflt heartfelt joy and gratitude towards that God, 
who ‘is the only giver of every good and perfect gift; but 1 felt 
alfo lively emotions of unfeigned love and affection for you, and 
‘for all the members of that venerable Bible Society ; for whom I 
wifh a thoufand bleflings. May the Lord Jefus, through whom 
all bleffings are communicated to us, -be the beginning and end 
.., of their praifeworthy undertaking ! and may his name be glorified 
@g it to all eternity ! 

«“ What particularly induced me to write, was your queftion, 
Whether the Bible was ftill prohibited to the Catholics? Being 
convinced thereby, that you was mindful even of the poor Catho- 
lics, I was particularly moved and edified ; for indeed nothing. is 
more.affecting than that love which embraces all, without the 
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leah diftinétion ; “‘ for God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God inhim.” I felt myfelf, therefore, con- 
{trained to thank you, in the name of all honeit and well-difpofed 
Catholics, for thefe your fraternal fentiments. 

‘“‘ In anfwer to your queftion, I obferve, properly fpeaking, the 
Bible has never been prohibited to the Catholics. ‘The Council of 
Trent only ftates,—ZJndifcriminata leétio Sacre Scripture interdida eft. 
Well-informed Catholics took this always in that fenfe only ; that 
not all the books of the Bible, promifcuou/ly, fhould be put into the 
hands of the common people; referring chiefly to fome books of 
the Old Teftament. ‘There are, however, at prefent, many of our 
clergymen, both in Swabia and Bavaria, who ftrongly recom- 
mend the reading of the Bible, chiefly of the New Teftament ; and 
do every thing in their power to promote it. 1] have, for my own 
part, diltributed many New Teftaments, and fome Bibles, among 
better enlightened Catholics; and feveral of my dear brethren in 
Chrift dothe fame. The people feem to get more and more defir- 
ous of the Bible; and the number of clergymen is increafing, 
who not only would tolerate, but commend the reading of it. 

“1 feel a very great defire to witnefs the formation of a fimilar 
Bible Society amongtt the Roman Catholics ; and, indeed, I will 
make fome attempts, though I forefee many difficulties ; and can 
hardly fuppofe that fo many aétive and benevolent friends of the 
Bible are to be found amongit the Roman Catholics, as would be 
requifite for fuch an undertaking. 

‘“‘ Now, I beg you, my dear brother in Chrift, to receive thefe few 
lines in love. I wrote this, trufting it might be acceptable to 
your venerable Society. I cannot exprefs, in terms fufficiently 
{trong, the fervency of my joy, and love towards all who, through- 
out England, heartily believe in Jefus Chrift as their only Saviour, 
aud zealonfly endeavour to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom. Iem- 
brace them all as the beloved and electof God, as friends and breth- 
ren in Chrift, let them be of whatever name, or belong to whatever 
church or denomination. ‘The more diftant the countries, and the 
more different the outward forms and eftablifhments are,the more I 
rejoice, if | am privileged to hear,that our ever faithful Lord and Sa- 
viour is gathering from amongft them a flock of believing people.’”* 

A minifter in Alface, after acknowledging the receipt of 301, 
from the fociety, proceeds to inform them of the manner in which 
he propofed to enter upon the diftribution. ‘ The firft Bible,” 
faith he, “fhall be given as a prefent to Sophia Bernard, who is 
one of the molt excellent women I know, and indeed, an orna- 
ment to my parifh. While unmarried, fhe undertook, with the 
confent of her parents, the fupport and education of three helplefs 
boys, whom their wicked father had often trampled under his 
feet, and treated in a manner too fhocking to relate, when.nearly 
ftarving with hunger they dared to cry out for food. Soon after- 
wards, fhe proved the happy means of faving the lives of four 
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Roman Catholic children, who, without her affiftance, would 
have fallen a prey to want and famine. Thus the had the 
management of feven children, to whom feveral more were added, 
belonging to members of three feveral denominations : fhe now 
hired a houfe and a fervant girl, and fupported the whole of the 
family entirely with her own work, and the little money fhe got. 
from the induftry of the children, whom the taught to {pin cotton. 
At the fame time, fhe proved the greateit bleffing.to the whole 
village where fhe lived. For it is impoffible to be more induftri- 
ous, frugal, clean, cheerful, edifying by her whole walk and con- » 
verfation ; more ready for every good word and work; more . 
mild and affectionate} more firm and retolute in dangers, than fhe 
was: fatan foenraged fome of her enemies, that they threatened to 
deftroy her old tottering cottage, but God was gracioufly pleated 
to preferve her. A fine youth, of a noble mind, made her an offer 
of his hand. She firft refufed, but he declared he would wait for 
her even ten years. When fhe replied, that fhe could never con- 
fent to part with her poor orphans, he nobly an{wered, “* Whoever 
takes the mother, takes the children too.” So he did—and al] 
thefe children were brought up by them in the moft careful and ex- 
cellent manner. Lately they have taken in fome other orphans, | 
whom they are training up in the fear and love of God. Though 
thefe excellent people pafs rather for rich, yet their income is fo 
limited, and their benevolence fo extenfive, that fometimes they 
hardly know how to furnifh a new fuit of neceffary clothes. ‘To 
them I intend to give a Bible, confidering that their own is very 
often lent out in different Roman Catholic villages.” 

From a letter of Mr. Kiefling, a refpeGable merchant in Nu- 
we we extract the following interelting and affecting para- 

raph. 

<x When fometimes I am privileged to give away a Bible or 
New Teftament, father and mother, fon and daughter, are run- 
ning after me, thanking me a hundred, and a thoutand times, kifl- 
ing my hand, and my coat; fhedding tears of joy, and loudly 
exclaiming ; “* May God blefs you ; may the Lord Jetus blefs you 
in time and to al} eternity.” Really I felt fometimes a foretalte of 
heavenly joy, fo that I could not fufficiently blefs God, for having 
entrufted me with the honourable commiflion of tteward of the 
kind benefactions of others, But the more I difperte, the more 
the petitions both of Minilters and Schoolmatters increafe, not on- 
ly from Aultria, but likewife from Stiria, Carinthia, and Hunga- 
ry, infomuch that lam afraid to prefent their petitions.” 


++ 
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T is with heartfelt forrow, that we anounce to our readers, the 
déath of our elteemed friend and brother the Rey. L.emuev 


Covet, of Chefhire, in the County af Berkfhire. He died in Clin- 
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won, Upper Canada, Odtober 19, 1806, (if our information be 
correct) while on a miffion in that province. His conftitution, 
naturahy flender, had been much impaired by frequent attacks of 
difeaic, and by his too intenie labours of various kinds. 

Mr. Covell’s natural abilities were above a mcdiocrity; and 
his acquired advantages iuch, as.to render him a very intere(ting 
and acceptable preacher. He laboured under many ieeming 
diiadvantages, from the depreffed ltate of his outward circumitan- 
ces, by which his iphere of uicfulnefs was confiderably circumfcrib- 
‘ed. It was not his jot to be tavoured with much ef this world’s 


= but we truft he was rich in faith, andeda-heir of the kingdom. 
reaching was bis element. -The gi falvation by the 
Crois was the gtand theme on which he dwelt with peculiar 
pleaiure. His fubjects were judicioufly chofen, and his arrange- 
ments natural and clear. When the minds of his audience were 
thus prepared, they could not fail of being inftru@ed and editied, 
by his interefting and pertinent amplifications. His voice was 
elear and majettic, and his addreis maniy and engaging. Few 
could hear him, without feeling in iome degree the force of truth. 

Whether he had any preieniiment of his death, we know not, 
but in a letter to the Secretary of the Society, a little before he fet 
eut on his miffion, he made the following remark, “1 may fay 
in fome reipects, J go bound in /pirit on my miflion, not knowing what 
things may befall me. | expect, however, a trying icene is before me.” 

in the death of this amiable man, we mourn the lofs of an able, 
faithful minifter of the goipel. One who lived the religion he 
protefled, and who exemplified in his life the dodétrines he incul- 
cated upon others. Asa miflionary, his zeal, fidelity and fuccefs 
are equalled by few; and perhaps exceeded by none. He feems 
to have been a kindred ipirit to Pizrcg. He has left an amiable 
widow, and five children, to mourn his irrepairable lofs. 

May that God, who has condefcended to fttyle himfelf the 
Hufband and Fudge of the widow, and a Father to the fatherle/s in bis 
holy habitation, be their God and blefs them.* 

Nov. 20, 1806, at about 6 o’clock, P. M. died the Rev. Isaac 
Backus, paftor of the Firft Baptift Church in Middleborough, 
in the 83d year of his age, and 6oth of his miniftry. Mr. Backus 
was born at Norwich, Jan. 9, 17243 experienced the power of the 
goipel on-his own foul in 1741, and on the 27th of Sept. 1746, he 
commenced his miniftry. Ee was ordained over a Congregation- 
al church in Middleborough the 13th of April 1748. The year 
following, fome of the members of this church embraced baptiim 
by immerfion. This naturally led others to examine the fubje@ 
with more critical attention. Mr. Backus was finally convinced 
of his duty, and was baptized in Augult 1751. A number more 
were baptized afterwards; {o that they formed themfelves into a 
Baptift church onthe :6th of January 1756, and on the 23d of 









* The reader will tind further particulars of Mr. Coveil’s death in Mr 
Ifisk’s letter, p. 261 of the present Number. 
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June following Mr. Backus was inftalled over them as their paf- 
tor, in which relation he continued, until he clofed the fcene of life. 

A few months before his death, he wrote the following to his 
friend in Bolton. “ When you were here in June, 1802, I told you, 
that I never expected to fee you again in this world. I did not 
then preach one fermon in fix months ; but my work was not fin- 
ithed, and God only knows when it will be. I freely leave that with 
him ; for when he firft called me to preach the gofpel, he faid, 
my grace is fufficient for thee: atd I have ever found it fo.” 

As a preacher, Mr. Backus was evangelical and plain. His 
difcourfes, though not@rnamented with the rhetorick of language, 
were richly ftored with feripture truth. 

His wriiings are confiderably voluminous. Befides his Church 
Hiltory in 3 Vols. and the fame work abridged in one, he alfo pub- 
lifhed a large number of fermons, and traéts. His Church Hif- 
tory contains much important information, and will be read by 
potterity with delight and improvement. 

Through a long and attive life he maintained an unfullied 
reputation. Few men have exerted themfelves more, in fupport 
ef the equal rights of Chriftians than Mr. Backus has done. His 
motto was, One is your Mafler, who is in heaven, and all ye are brethren. 

He continued to preach until the fpring before his death, when 
he experienced a paralytic ftroke, which deprived him of {peech, 
and of the ufe of hislimbs. His reafon was continued, and as far 
as could be gathered from his broken communications he mani- 
feited entire reignation to the will of Heaven. Having waited all 
his appointed time, he expired without a groan. The memory of the 
juft is bleffed. 

On Monday, Jan. 27, 1806, died, in the 72d year of his age, 
the Rev. Apranam Booth, late paftor of the Baptift church, 
Prefcot {treet, Goodman’s Fields, London. 

Mr. Booth was born at Annefley Woodhoufe, in Nottingham- 
fhire, May 17, 1734. His firft religious connexions were formed 
among the General Baptifts ; and in the 19th year of his age he 
wus ordained paftor of a church at Kirkby, near the place of his 
birth. He was then a zealous enemy of the orthodox fy{tem, and 
greatly oppofed the doétrine of election, in a poem on “ Abfolute 
Predettination.” Gradually, however, as the light of truth arofe 
on his mind, he reflected its beams in his converfation and {fer- 
mons among his hearers. 

After his removal from the above place, he was fettled at Sut- 
ton Afhfield, in the fame county. Here he formed a {mall church 
of the Calviniftic, or Particular Baptift denomination. Here he 
alfo wrote his valuable work, entitled The Reign of Grace. From 
the above place he was invited to the church in Goodman’s Fields. 
« This apoftolic fervant of the Lord terminated his career in 
tranquillity and Chriftian joy ; and of him it may be fairly faid, 
in honour of the grace of God, that viewed im all his charaéters, 
in his family, in his church, and in the.world ; in his learning; in 
his influence, and in his piety, he was truly eminent. van. Mog. 
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